
Exercise Handout V. FGD topic guide community
	FGD IDNO |__|__|__|__|           Facilitator Initials |__|__|__|                     Note-taker Initials |__|__|__|

Participant sub-group (circle):  Fathers/ Mothers/ community leaders                     Audio file |__|__|__|       

Community number |__|__|      Date |__|__/__|__/__|__|    

Introduction

I am ______________________________ from ______________________ (Facilitator)

I am ______________________________ from ______________________ (note-taker)

· Introduce group using first name

· Demographic details – using first name for discussion

· General purpose of the study

· For FGD: To understand the experiences of participants with using antimalarial drugs in this community

· For overall study: To see if there is any way for us to improve use of antimalarial drugs in communities like this one 

· Aims of the interview and expected duration (1 hour)

· Who is involved in the process (other participants)

· Why the participant’s cooperation is important

· What will happen with the collected information and how the participant/target group will benefit

· Ask group to define their own ground rules, for example:

· Only one person talks at a time.

· It is important for us to hear everyone’s ideas and opinions. There are no right or wrong answers to questions – just ideas, experiences and opinions, which are all valuable.

· It is important for us to hear all sides of an issue – the positive and the negative.

· Confidentiality is assured. “What is shared in the room stays in the room.”

· Any questions?

· Tape recorder

· Consent

· Refreshments will be served after the discussion

Now I am going to introduce some topics one at a time about your experiences with antimalarial drugs, and I hope you can discuss them together.



	Domain
	Topic and Probes

	0. Warm up
	a. What health services do you use near to here? Probe: please include anywhere that you can seek care when you are unwell.
b. What other places are there where people go to near to here when they are unwell? What places are for what illnesses?
c. What is the best treatment for when you have malaria in your experience?

d. What other treatments do you know of for malaria? Probe for drug names (ask each person around the room to name one source or name of treatment
Don’t comment if it is not an antimalarial, unless they ask)


	1. Malaria definition
	a. How would you describe malaria? Probe: how would you describe the illness of malaria?
b. How do you know if you have malaria? Probe: what are the things you look out for specifically to know you have malaria?

c. What about for children? What are the ways you know that your child has malaria?
d. What is the most important symptom in knowing that you or your child has malaria? (If the group is split, ask for a vote on the top three symptoms of malaria. There may be different responses for children and adults)



	2. Role of antimalarials
	a. How do you know when to use an antimalarial drug like those ones you mentioned at the start?

b. How did you learn this information about when to use an antimalarial drug and which one to use? Probe for examples
c. How do you know if a particular drug, like an antimalarial, is working? Probe: are there any signs to look for that the drug is working well?
d. How do you know how many tablets to take and when for a particular drug? How do you know when to stop taking the drug?



	3. Role of testing
	a. When you go to a health facility, what are the most important things to happen when you go there?

b. In your experience, how often do these important things happen when you go to a health facility?

c. If you or your child thinks an illness is malaria, what method is the best way to know if it is malaria at the health facility?

d. Has anyone ever had a test for malaria? (raise hands) What is your experience with those tests – what happens when you have a test? Probe: what is the process of testing there – why are you tested and how does it happen?

e. What happens after the test? Probe: what happens to the information about the result, are you ever told the result? 
f. What is your opinion of the accuracy of those tests for malaria? Probe: does anyone have an experience when they were not sure if the test result was correct?
g. If a test is negative but you have malaria symptoms, what do you think the provider should do? Probe: does anyone have an experience with this?


	4. Role of ‘malaria’ diagnosis
	a. How do you feel when you are told that you have malaria?

b. What do you think about getting a malaria diagnosis compared to another disease, like diabetes or flu?



	5. Perception of different antimalarials
	a. Which antimalarial drugs are the best ones?

b. Has this changed in time? Probe: which drugs were better before and which better now? Why do you think this change happened?
c. How do you know which drugs are the best ones?

d. How did you learn about these new drugs? Probe: can you give an example of when you first learnt about AS-AQ – where did you learn about it, what happened, and what was your opinion? If your opinion changed, why do you think this was?



	6. Communication channels
	We are interested to know the best way to communicate with community members like you about the best antimalarial drugs to use. You can help us by trying to remember about some advertising you have seen. 

a. Can you think of an advertisement that you liked and it has stuck in your memory? For any commodity, such as tea, soap, banking. Can you describe this advert? Probe: where you saw it, the content of the message, what it looked like, how often you saw it 

b. What was it about that advert that you think made you remember it well?

c. Can you think of any public health campaign, such as for a change in drugs or other health message that you personally found affected your own behaviour? Can you describe what was involved in that campaign? Probe: where you saw it, whether you were involved with it, the content and look of it etc.

d. Can you give us any recommendation for if we want to communicate with you and other community members about a change in recommended antimalarial drug or using a new malaria test? Probe: Is there a specific message or method of communication that you think works well?


	Closing

We are now drawing to the close of this discussion. Is there anything else you think is important about working with antimalarials and malaria tests that we have not talked about? 

· Summarise

· Thank participant
· Refreshments
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